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Rafael PI ROMAN: 

And with us now is candidate Adolfo Carrión. Mr.  Carrión, welcome.

Adolfo CARRIÓN, JR.: 

That’s very inspiring and fun!

ROMAN: 

So I guess “Make it Your City” is the theme of your campaign?

CARRIÓN, JR.: 

It, it is the theme. It’s about taking ownership. And you know, Rafael , we have more than 4 
million voters in New York City and only 29 percent of them came out to vote in 2009, and--

ROMAN: 

So who is the you… 

CARRIÓN, JR.: 

You know what?

ROMAN: …that you talk about? 

CARRIÓN, JR.: 

It’s the sleeping giant out there. There’s 850,000 registered Latinos in New York City and only 
180,000, 190,000 of them come out to vote. Sixteen percent. We’re in a real crisis in our 
democracy. My friend Eric Garcetti just got elected Los Angeles mayor. Guess how many voters 
came out to vote? Two in ten. Nineteen percent of the electorate came out to vote. So what the 
people have done is, they’ve essentially said “We don’t believe in this anymore. We don’t think 
our vote counts.” And they’ve surrendered the management of the city, the city’s policies and 
politics and economy, the life of the city to special interests. 

ROMAN: 

So who are the special interests?

CARRIÓN, JR.: 

You know, the special interests are the business interests in New York City that can buy 
lobbyists and sponsor politicians. The special interests are the labor unions whether they be 
private sector labor or public sector municipal workers. And it’s not that they’re bad interests but 



we can’t surrender our politics to, to the special interests. We have to give it back to the people. 
And so what the people of New York have done, they’ve expressed five times over that they 
believe in independent leadership. They elected and reelected Bloomberg as an independent. 
They elected Rudy Giuliani even though we are a 6 to 1, 7 to 1 Democrat city. We vote outside 
our comfort zone for the grown up that will extend the vision of the city that we believe in. One 
where there is real opportunity, like for my family. You know, you come here in the 1950s and in 
one generation we go into the middle class and into home ownership. 

ROMAN: 

Now Mr. Carrión, we’re asking our viewers to send us questions for the candidates as part of 
our NYC Votes 2013 project and we have a question from New Yorker and legendary journalist 
Dan Rather. 

CARRIÓN, JR.: 

Wow!

ROMAN: 

He asks, if elected what’s the first most important thing you’ll do on Day 1 that will immediately 
help the city. Now he specifies the very first thing on Day 1, not all things. What is it?

CARRIÓN, JR.: 

The first thing I will do is call a state of emergency in our housing. The problem is we have a two 
percent vacancy rate. They city has become unaffordable. You cannot find affordable housing if 
you’re growing into the middle class. We’ve been able to house the poor. We have had difficulty 
housing the homeless. But we are not giving options to people, affordable options for them to 
stay here. So guess what? We’re gonna lose the heart of the city. The heart of the city is the 
middle class. It’s the people who pay taxes, who vote, who care about their neighborhoods. And 
are the fabric. Look,  we, we went from 1955 when my folks got here to 1969 from poverty to 
home ownership  and, and that’s what our city ought to be but we had the options and 
availability of affordable housing to do that. 

ROMAN: 

Ok what about jobs? That’s a big part of your agenda. Name one thing that you will do as mayor 
to increase jobs for the citizens of New York.

CARRIÓN, JR.: 

Number one, we need to invest in broadband capacity to take our economy from a FIRE 
economy—finance, insurance, and real estate—to a FREIT economy—finance, real estate, and 
information technology. The big wave, the future of the city, any global city to be competitive 
against the back drop of a Shanghai, a London, a Silicon Valley in the Bay area in San 
Francisco, a Raleigh, Durham, a Boston. You know, we were competing with Boston. We 
compete with Boston all the time whether it’s basketball or baseball. We cannot allow that, for 



New York City to fall behind. It has to be attractive to investment. The growth sector is in IT. 
Everywhere across the globe. So if we’re gonna create jobs and prepare a work force for those 
jobs of the future, we have to expand our broadband capacity. 

ROMAN: 

Ok you have said that this city that we’re living in now is very different from the city that you 
grew up in mostly because of the dramatic decrease in crime. If you’re elected, what would you 
do to keep New York City the safest big city in the country?

CARRIÓN, JR.: 

Yeah, here’s what we need to do Rafael. We need to hire more cops. We’ve lost 6,000 cops. So, 
what we have is a smaller police force in the neighborhoods, in the precincts. We’ve taken a 
thousand of them and put them into the anti-terrorism task force, very important and essential 
for New York City. We’ve taken another thousand or are about to take another thousand, and 
we’re gonna put them in the ground zero area to make sure our tourists and visitors are safe 
and that we can have a watchful eye over this very important targ-, unfortunate global target for 
terrorism. But where has that come from? It comes from the local precinct. We need to put the 
beat cop back on the street. So, if you hire more cops, you get them out of the cars, you restore 
the trust and confidence relationship that we ought to have the police department. 

ROMAN: 

Now when you were in City Council and when you were Bronx borough president, you were 
considered done of the most important Democratic Party leaders in the city. Why did you leave 
the Democratic Party to run for mayor?

CARRIÓN, JR.: 

Look, our political process is broken. People are looking for independent leadership. Forty 
percent of the American electorate is independent. Twenty-five percent of the New York City 
electorate is independent. A large share of Democrats and Republicans, unaffiliated voters and 
Independence party voters all vote with an independent judgment about what’s best for the city. 
Not for the party, not for the special interests, but for the city, my family, my business. I represent 
that silent majority. And I want to wake that silent majority up. They are home. They are 
frustrated that we can’t fix our school system still. We are overburdening our businesses with 
taxes that are out of control, regulation that doesn’t make sense. We need to create an app city, 
an app economy. A smart city that delivers services directly to people in the fastest and best 
way, in a modern way. So you do that by untethering yourself from the political interests and 
giving yourself to the people’s interests. 

ROMAN: 

Alright Mr. Carrión, Thank you so much. 

CARRIÓN, JR.: 



Thank you Rafael. 


