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THIRTEEN Presents the U.S. Broadcast Premiere of  

GI Jews: Jewish Americans in World War II 

Wednesday, April 11 on PBS in Honor of 

Holocaust Remembrance Day 

 
Features original interviews with Mel Brooks, Carl Reiner, Henry Kissinger, 

the late Bea Cohen and others 

 
(NEW YORK—March 8, 2018) GI Jews: Jewish Americans in World War II is a feature-

length documentary spotlighting the little-known story of the more than 550,000 Jewish Americans 

who served their country in all branches of the military during World War II. Filmmaker Lisa Ades 

(American Experience: Miss America) brings the struggles of these brave men and women to life 

through first-hand experiences that reveal their fight against fascism, as well as their more personal 

war to liberate loved ones in Europe. After years of battle, these pioneering servicemen and women 

emerged transformed: more profoundly American, more deeply Jewish, and determined to continue 

the fight for equality and tolerance at home. GI Jews: Jewish Americans in World War II 

premieres nationwide on Wednesday, April 11 at 10 p.m. on PBS (check local listings) in honor of 

Holocaust Remembrance Day (April 12). The film will be available to stream the following day via 

pbs.org/gijews and PBS apps. 

GI Jews features more than 25 original interviews with veterans who speak candidly about 

the impact of their wartime experiences: Mel Brooks, who served in the Army; Henry Kissinger, 

a refugee from Nazi Germany who was drafted into the Army; Carl Reiner, the son of Jewish 

immigrants, who traveled throughout the Pacific theater with the Special Services Entertainment 

Unit; the late Bea Cohen, who was a member of the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) in 

England; and Max Fuchs, who served in the 1st infantry division and was the cantor at a Jewish 

service in Aachen, Germany, broadcast by NBC in 1944.  

“While Jewish Americans’ relationship to the Holocaust has been covered extensively, the 

extraordinary experiences of these servicemen and women bring the well-known saga of World War 

II to life in a new way and with a uniquely Jewish perspective,” said Lisa Ades.  

In addition to battling the enemy, Jewish Americans fought a second, more private battle 

against anti-Semitism within the ranks. They sought to observe their religion far from home while 

enduring slurs and even violence from their fellow servicemen, and often felt forced to prove their 

courage and patriotism. Fighting together in the trenches, at sea, in the air and in war offices, 



American servicemen and women forged deep friendships across religious lines, and learned to set 

aside their differences for the greater good. In the aftermath of the Holocaust, America’s Jewish 

community was now the largest in the world, and by the end of World War II, the United States had 

begun to embrace its Jewish citizens as true Americans. With their new responsibility as 

international leaders, many Jews became passionate about postwar culture and politics, fighting for 

justice and social change.  

“We’re honored to bring these incredible tales of bravery and perseverance to a national 

audience as part of WNET’s longstanding commitment to spotlighting veterans’ stories of service,” 

said Lesley Norman, WNET executive producer. 

Funded by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, WNET’s Community Engagement team 

will work with local PBS stations across the country, including Nine Network of Public Media (St. 

Louis, MO), WUCF Central Florida PBS (Orlando, FL), WGBY (Springfield, MA), WQLN Public 

Media (Erie, PA) and UNC-TV (Durham, NC), to engage audiences with local companion content and 

community events in March and April.  

GI Jews: Jewish Americans in World War II is a production of Turquoise Films, Inc. 

in association with THIRTEEN Productions LLC for WNET. Directed and produced by Lisa Ades, 

produced by Amanda Bonavita and written by Maia Harris. George O’Donnell is editor. Narrated by 

Mark Zeisler. For WNET, Lesley Norman, Executive Producer; Ben Phelps, Coordinating Producer; 

and Stephen Segaller, Executive in Charge. 

Support for GI Jews: Jewish Americans in World War II was made possible in part by 

the National Endowment for the Humanities, the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, Righteous 

Persons Foundation, the Dobkin Family Foundation, Alexander Wolf & Son, Al Berg, the Sumner M. 

Redstone Charitable Foundation, the Sylvia A. and Simon B. Poyta Programming Endowment to 

Fight Anti-Semitism, the Mandell L. and Madeleine H. Berman Foundation, River Birch LLC, 

Marlene & Hymie Mamiye, Mass Humanities, Robert & Pamela Jacobs, the Jacquin P. Fink 

Foundation for the Arts, Inc., Alan I. Franco, the Paler Foundation. 

 
About WNET 
WNET is America’s flagship PBS station and parent company of THIRTEEN and WLIW21. WNET also 
operates NJTV, the statewide public media network in New Jersey. Through its broadcast channels, three 
cable services (THIRTEEN PBSKids, Create and World) and online streaming sites, WNET brings quality 
arts, education and public affairs programming to more than five million viewers each week. WNET 
produces and presents such acclaimed PBS series as Nature, Great Performances, American Masters, PBS 
NewsHour Weekend and a range of documentaries, children’s programs, and local news and cultural 
offerings. WNET’s groundbreaking series for children and young adults include Get the Math, Oh Noah! 
and Cyberchase as well as Mission US, the award-winning interactive history game. WNET highlights the 
tri-state’s unique culture and diverse communities through NYC-ARTS, Theater Close-Up, NJTV News 
with Mary Alice Williams and MetroFocus, the daily multi-platform news magazine focusing on the New 
York region. In addition, WNET produces online-only programming including the award-winning series 
about gender identity, First Person, and an intergenerational look at tech and pop culture, The Chatterbox 
with Kevin and Grandma Lill. In 2015, THIRTEEN launched Passport, an online streaming service which 
allows members to see new and archival THIRTEEN and PBS programming anytime, anywhere: 
www.thirteen.org/passport 
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