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THIRTEEN’s Secrets of the Dead Investigates the Tale 

of Two Mona Lisas in The Mona Lisa Mystery 

Airing Wednesday, July 9 at 10 p.m. on PBS 
 

 

 

Hers is the most famous smile in the world, visited and studied by thousands every year, a 

priceless work of art ---the one and only Mona Lisa.  Or is it unique? With its striking similarities 

to the painting in the Louvre Museum, the so-called Isleworth Mona Lisa has remained an art 

world mystery since she was found in 1912. Did Leonardo da Vinci paint the legendary portrait 

twice? Or is the Isleworth the work of a talented forger?  Secrets of the Dead: The Mona 

Lisa Mystery, airing Wednesday, July 9 at 9 p.m. ET on PBS (check local listings), sets out to 

unravel the clues. 

In 1912, art dealer Hugh Blaker claimed that while traveling through England he 

purchased the Isleworth Mona Lisa -- which seems to be a younger version of the same woman 

in the now-famous Louvre portrait. In the century since its discovery, the Isleworth painting has 

changed hands several times, and was most recently procured in 2008 by a group of 
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international investors who have kept their identities, as well as the price they paid for the 

painting, closely-guarded secrets. 

Now, to determine whether the two portraits were both painted by the master himself, or 

if one is simply a very well-done forgery, an elite group of art historians, research physicists, 

restoration experts and forensic imaging specialists have gained exclusive access to analyze the 

Isleworth Mona Lisa first-hand. Applying high-precision scientific techniques, they endeavor to 

determine if the pigments in the paintings are consistent with mixtures used during da Vinci’s 

day, verify the painting’s date, and its creator.  

Accounts in several historical sources have suggested that da Vinci may have painted 

Mona Lisa twice. Clearly, the women in the paintings are the same person., However, 

descriptions seem to point up differences between the two paintings as well, including an 

unfinished background and columns in the Isleworth version and missing eyebrows and 

eyelashes in the Louvre painting.  

Can the latest scientific techniques and clues unearthed in archives finally solve the 

mystery of the two Mona Lisas?     

Secrets of the Dead: The Mona Lisa Mystery is a Terra Mater Factual Studios 

Production in association with THIRTEEN Productions LLC for WNET. Writers are Martin 

Mészáros and Klaus T. Steindl. Director is Klaus T. Steindl.  Narrator is Jay O. Sanders. 

Executive producers for Terra Mater are Sabine Holzer and Martin Mészáros. Executive in 

charge for WNET is Stephen Segaller. Executive producer for WNET is Steve 

Burns.  Coordinating producer for WNET is Stephanie Carter. 

                This program is among the full-length episodes that will be available for viewing after 

broadcast on Secrets of the Dead Online (pbs.org/secrets). Along with the extensive online 

video catalog, the series website provides resources for educators with lesson plans for middle 

school and high school teachers. 

As one of PBS' ongoing limited primetime series, Secrets of the Dead is a perennial 

favorite among viewers, routinely ranking among the 10 most-watched series on public 

television. Currently in its 13th season, Secrets of the Dead continues its unique brand of 

archaeological sleuthing employing advances in investigative techniques, forensic science and 

historical scholarship to offer new evidence about forgotten mysteries. Secrets of the Dead 

has received 10 CINE Golden Eagle Awards and six Emmy nominations, among numerous other 

awards.  

### 

About WNET 
As New York’s flagship public media provider and the parent company of THIRTEEN and WLIW21 and operator 
of NJTV, WNET brings quality arts, education and public affairs programming to more than 5 million viewers 
each week. WNET produces and presents such acclaimed PBS series as Nature, Great Performances, American 
Masters, PBS NewsHour Weekend, Charlie Rose and a range of documentaries, children’s programs, and local 
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news and cultural offerings available on air and online. Pioneers in educational programming, WNET has created 
such groundbreaking series as Get the Math, Oh Noah! and Cyberchase and provides tools for educators that 
bring compelling content to life in the classroom and at home. WNET highlights the tri-state’s unique culture 
and diverse communities through NYC-ARTS, Reel 13, NJTV News with Mike Schneider and MetroFocus, the 
multi-platform news magazine focusing on the New York region. WNET is also a leader in connecting with 
viewers on emerging platforms, including the THIRTEEN Explore iPad App where users can stream PBS content 
for free.  

 

 


