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The Great Train Robbery Kicks Off December’s 

Star-Studded Shortened Schedule of Reel 13 on 

THIRTEEN 

 

Sean Connery and Donald Sutherland’s The Great Train Robbery, a dramatization of 

the first hold-up of a moving train in 1855 England, leads the pack of films on Reel 

13’s abbreviated lineup this month on December 21.  Both Saturday evenings feature 

star-studded double features. 

 Right after The Great Train Robbery, Anthony Hopkins and Diane Ladd star 

in the biographical film about New Zealand speed bike racer Burt Munro in The 

World’s Fastest Indian.   

The following week, Spencer Tracy and Elizabeth Taylor appear as father and 

daughter in Father’s Little Dividend, the sequel to their hit film Father of the Bride, 

followed by Jeff Daniels and Lauren Graham in the romantic comedy The Answer 

Man. 

Every Saturday night beginning at 9 p.m., viewers can catch a Classic hosted 

by film historian Neal Gabler, followed by an Indie, hosted by Richard Peña. The 

evening concludes with a Short selected by visitors to Reel13.org who vote for their 

favorite of three shorts every week. 
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 “The Great Train Robbery” (1978) Dir: Michael Crichton 
Sean Connery and Donald Sutherland star in this film about a master criminal 
plotting to steal gold from a moving train in Victorian England.  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

“The World’s Fastest Indian” (2005) Dir: Roger Donaldson 
New Zealander Burt Munro developed an Indian motorcycle that set a world speed 
record in 1967. With Anthony Hopkins and Diane Ladd.  
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“Father’s Little Dividend” (1951) Dir: Vincente Minnelli 
Spencer Tracy portrays a reluctant grandfather in this sequel to Father of the Bride, 
also starring Elizabeth Taylor and Joan Bennett.  
 
 “The Answer Man” (2009) Dir:  John Hindman 
A single mother and a man fresh out of rehab seek advice from a reclusive author of 
spiritual books. With Jeff Daniels, Lauren Graham, Kat Dennings and Tony Hale.  
 
 
 WNET is the parent company of THIRTEEN and WLIW21, New York’s public 

television stations. For 50 years, THIRTEEN has been making the most of the rich 

resources and passionate people of New York and the world, reaching millions of 

people with on-air and online programming that celebrates arts and culture, offers 

insightful commentary on the news of the day, explores the worlds of science and 

nature, and invites students of all ages to have fun while learning. 

Reel 13 is funded by the Sy Syms Foundation and the Rubin Museum of Art.  

David Horn is executive producer.  Bob Morris is senior producer.  Colleen 

McHugh is associate producer. Kevin Alexander is associate producer. 

Visit Reel 13 Online at www.thirteen.org/sites/reel13/ for additional 

information.  
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About WNET 
As New York’s flagship public media provider and the parent company of THIRTEEN and 
WLIW21 and operator of NJTV, WNET brings quality arts, education and public affairs 
programming to more than 5 million viewers each week. WNET produces and presents 
such acclaimed PBS series as Nature, Great Performances, American Masters, PBS 
NewsHour Weekend, Charlie Rose and a range of documentaries, children’s programs, 
and local news and cultural offerings available on air and online. Pioneers in educational 
programming, WNET has created such groundbreaking series as Get the Math, Oh Noah! 
and Cyberchase and provides tools for educators that bring compelling content to life in 
the classroom and at home. WNET highlights the tri-state’s unique culture and diverse 
communities through NYC-ARTS, Reel 13, NJTV News with Mike Schneider and 
MetroFocus, the multi-platform news magazine focusing on the New York region. WNET 
is also a leader in connecting with viewers on emerging platforms, including the 
THIRTEEN Explore iPad App where users can stream PBS content for free.  

 

 


