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George Burns, Walter Matthau and Steve 

McQueen Topline July’s Reel 13 on THIRTEEN 

 

 “Oh, God!,” “The Sunshine Boys” and “The Thomas Crown 

Affair” among this month’s offerings 

 

George Burns is the voice of God advising the unassuming John Denver in Carl 

Reiner’s 1977 film Oh, God! on July 13. Burns teams with comedy legend Walter 

Matthau for a role that won him an Academy Award for Best Supporting Actor at the 

age of 80 in The Sunshine Boys on July 20. Rounding out the month’s Classic 

selections on July 27, Steve McQueen doubles as a self-made Boston billionaire and 

the mastermind behind a major heist in The Thomas Crown Affair. 

 July’s Indie features include the Australian film Jindabyne, and the 

American films Lbs. and The Accidental Death of Joey By Sue. 

 Every Saturday night beginning at 9 p.m., viewers can catch a Classic hosted 

by film historian Neal Gabler, followed by an Indie, hosted by Richard Peña. The 

evening concludes with a Short selected by visitors to Reel13.org who vote for their 

favorite of three shorts every week. 

 
13 
“Oh, God!” (1977) Dir: Carl Reiner 
God selects an assistant grocery manager as his messenger for the modern world. 
With George Burns, John Denver and Teri Garr. 
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“Jindabyne” (2007) Dir: Ray Lawrence 
An Irishman in Australia discovers a murdered girl while on a fishing trip. With 
Laura Linney, Gabriel Byrne and John Howard. 
 
20 
“The Sunshine Boys” (1975) Dir: Herbert Ross 
Two old vaudevillians renew their friendship and their feud. With Walter Matthau, 
George Burns and Richard Benjamin. 
 
“Lbs.” (2004) Dir: Matthew Bonifacio 
A 315-pound man tries to kick his food addiction by moving to the country. With 
Carmine Famiglietti, Michael Aronov and Miriam Shor. 
 
27 
“The Thomas Crown Affair” (1968) Dir: Norman Jewison 
Steve McQueen as a Boston tycoon who pulls off a daring bank heist just for kicks. 
With Faye Dunaway and Paul Burke. 
 
“The Accidental Death of Joey By Sue” (2010) Dir: Neal Thibedeau, Sarah 
Louise Wilson.  
A young couple has 24 hours to decide if their love should live or die. With Steve 
Talley, Mercedes Le Anza and Lin Shaye. 
 
 
 WNET is the parent company of THIRTEEN and WLIW21, New York’s public 

television stations. For 50 years, THIRTEEN has been making the most of the rich 

resources and passionate people of New York and the world, reaching millions of 

people with on-air and online programming that celebrates arts and culture, offers 

insightful commentary on the news of the day, explores the worlds of science and 

nature, and invites students of all ages to have fun while learning. 

Reel 13 is funded by the Sy Syms Foundation and the Rubin Museum of Art.  

David Horn is executive producer.  Bob Morris is senior producer.  Colleen 

McHugh is associate producer. Kevin Alexander is production assistant. 

Visit Reel 13 Online at www.thirteen.org/sites/reel13/ for additional information.  
 

#    #    # 
 
About WNET 
In 2013, WNET is celebrating the 50th Anniversary of THIRTEEN, New York’s flagship 
public media provider. As the parent company of THIRTEEN and WLIW21 and operator 
of NJTV, WNET brings quality arts, education and public affairs programming to over 5 
million viewers each week. WNET produces and presents such acclaimed PBS series as 
Nature, Great Performances, American Masters, Need to Know, Charlie Rose and a range 
of documentaries, children’s programs, and local news and cultural offerings available on 
air and online. Pioneers in educational programming, WNET has created such 
groundbreaking series as Get the Math, Oh Noah! and Cyberchase and provides tools for 
educators that bring compelling content to life in the classroom and at home. WNET 
highlights the tri-state’s unique culture and diverse communities through NYC-ARTS, 
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Reel 13, NJ Today and MetroFocus, the multi-platform news magazine focusing on the 
New York region. WNET is also a leader in connecting with viewers on emerging 
platforms, including the THIRTEEN Explore iPad App where users can stream PBS 
content for free.  
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