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THIRTEEN’s American Masters profiles modern composer Philip Glass
in GLASS: a portrait of Philip in twelve parts, April 8 on PBS
US broadcast premiere of Academy Award® nominated Scott Hicks’ film features
intimate verité footage, new performances and interviews with Glass’ close circle of
collaborators and confidants

In July 2005, filmmaker Scott Hicks started shooting a documentary about the composer Philip Glass

to celebrate his 70th birthday in 2007.  Over the next 18 months, Scott followed Philip across three

continents – from his annual ride on the Coney Island “Cyclone” to the world premiere of his new

opera in Germany and in performance with a didgeridoo virtuoso in Australia.  

Allowed unprecedented access to Glass’ working process, family, spiritual teachers and long

time collaborators, Hicks worked with a skeleton crew and shot the lion's share of the film himself,

giving us a singular revelation into the life of this surprising and complex man.  THIRTEEN’s

American Masters: GLASS: a portrait of Philip in twelve parts premieres nationally, Wednesday,

April 8, 2009 at 9 p.m. (ET) on PBS (check local listings).   This documentary is a mosaic film portrait

of one of the greatest – and at times controversial - artists of this era.  The film coincides with the

DVD release from KOCH LORBER Films.   

“The music of Philip Glass is instantly recognizable.  Its layered, repetitive notes are

transcendent to some and unbearable for others.  Yet, no one can dispute the influence Glass has over

contemporary music,” says Susan Lacy, creator and executive producer of American Masters, a six-

time winner of the Emmy Award® for Outstanding Primetime Non-Fiction Series. “This film offers

 



a fascinating personal study of the dedicated artist doing what he does best – from making music

to making pizza.”

Over the year and a half of shooting, GLASS follows the innovative composer with a

casual, immediate honesty.  The film features performance footage of Glass’ seminal collaboration

with Robert Wilson, Einstein on the Beach, interviews with former partners JoAnne Akalaitis and

Holly Critchlow, artist Chuck Close, musician Nico Muhly and directors Woody Allen, Errol

Morris, Godfrey Reggio and Martin Scorsese.

Born in 1937, Glass grew up in Baltimore and was educated at the University of Chicago

and The Juilliard School.  After a period in Europe where he studied with the legendary Nadia

Boulanger and the sitar maestro Ravi Shankar, he returned to New York in 1967 to form the Philip

Glass Ensemble.  The radical musical group performed at various art happenings in the downtown

gallery scene, where Glass cultivated his signature sound.  His unique soundscape of reiterative

structures was initially vilified but has since achieved international acclaim.  Today, his versatile,

prolific body of work spans multiple genres including opera, symphony, experimental theater and

dance, film score – for which he has received three Oscar nominations – and even rock.  His

collaborators have ranged from Allen Ginsberg and Twyla Tharp to David Bowie and Paul Simon

to Yo-Yo Ma and Doris Lessing.

THIRTEEN's American Masters: GLASS: a portrait of Philip in twelve parts is an Ava

Bridge Motion Pictures production in association with American Masters. The film is directed by

Scott Hicks.  Susan Lacy is the creator and executive producer of American Masters.

American Masters is produced for PBS by THIRTEEN.  To take American Masters

beyond the television broadcast and further explore the themes, stories, and personalities of

masters past and present, the companion Web site offers interviews, essays, photographs, outtakes,

and other resources.  American Masters is made possible by the support of the National

Endowment for the Arts and by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting.  Additional funding for
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American Masters is provided by Rosalind P. Walter, The Blanche & Irving Laurie Foundation,

Jack Rudin, The André and Elizabeth Kertész Foundation, and public television viewers.  

..........…

About WNET.ORG
New York public media company WNET.ORG is a pioneering provider of television and web
content. The parent of Thirteen, WLIW21 and Creative News Group, WNET.ORG brings such
acclaimed broadcast series and websites as Great Performances, Worldfocus, Nature, American
Masters, Charlie Rose, Wide Angle, Secrets of the Dead, Religion & Ethics Newsweekly, Visions,
Consuelo Mack WealthTrack,Wild Chronicles, Miffy and Friends, and Cyberchase to national and
international audiences. Through its wide range of channels and platforms, WNET.ORG serves the
entire New York City metro area with unique local productions, broadcasts and innovative
educational and cultural projects. In all that it does, WNET.ORG pursues a single, overarching
goal – to create media experiences of lasting significance for New York, America and the world.
For more information, visit www.wnet.org.

..........…

American Masters: GLASS: a portrait of Philip in twelve parts                     
Press Release

Page 3


