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Rafael PI ROMAN: 

And with us now is the candidate, John Catsimatidis. Mr. Catsimatidis, welcome

John CATSIMATIDIS: 

Thank you for having me

PI ROMAN: 

Now, in the commercial we heard that you want to be Mayor because you want all New Yorkers 
to have the same opportunities you did. But, in my earlier interview, we heard, that there are a 
lot of New Yorkers, struggling just to get by. What’s the first thing you’ll do as Mayor, to help 
those New Yorkers?

CATSIMATIDIS: 

Well, I have publicly announced that I’m going to create jobs. Of all the candidates running, I am 
the only one that’s created tens of thousands of jobs. I know how to do it. 

PI ROMAN:

What’s the first thing you’ll do, about the exploding homeless population in the city?

CATSIMATIDIS: 

Well, we’ve got to fix it. There is, there is two ways of fixing and creating jobs. I’ve been talking 
to some, deputy mayors from the past, and asking for their ideas, one is come up with an idea 
that some of the people that want to retire early from our city, that don’t qualify, we give them 
early retirement over a short period of time and induce them, they go off, they retire, they, 
they’re happy, and then we could hire twice as many people because they’re getting hired at a 
lower rate than the senior people that are retiring.

PI ROMAN:

And how does that help the homeless situation?

CATSIMATIDIS: 

It brings in more jobs. More jobs immediately. The homeless situation, we’ve got to take care of 
those people. You know, I’m running as a Republican Liberal. You know what that means? I care 
about business, but I care about people. 

PI ROMAN:



Now, Mr. Catsimatidis, you’ve been a big fan of Ray Kelly, the Police Commissioner—

CATSIMATIDIS: 

Yes.

PI ROMAN:

-- and you support Stop and Frisk as it exists now. What do you say to your Democratic 
opponents who all argue that Stop and Frisk as it exists now, is actually counter-productive, to 
public safety, because it creates a big chasm between minority communities and the police 
when there should be trust and unity?

CATSIMATIDIS: 

I was in Harlem two weeks ago. You know, I grew up in Harlem, 135th street. And, I had, we had 
a forum Saturday at noon time.  And three of my Democratic opponents were on my right. And 
they are playing their violin to the audience-- “Oh we are going to get rid of stop and frisk. We 
are going to get rid of Ray Kelly.” And I turned to them and said, “Guys, what do you want to do? 
Turn New York into downtown Chicago?” Chicago has four times the murder rate that New York 
has. People are scared to walk around Chicago. We don’t, you know, we have the safest, New 
York is the one of the safest cities in our country. We don’t want to give back the streets. You 
know, first of all we’ve got to train our police officers better. Training is very important.

PI ROMAN:  

Now, are you for hiring more police?

CATSIMATIDIS:

I am for hiring more police. I want to hire  at least 4,000 more police men, police women. 
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PI ROMAN:  

But where do we get the money for that? Because Mayor Bloomberg would do that if he could 
afford it, he says.

CATSIMATIDIS: 

 Well, how much do you think those bike lanes cost? The money is there. There is flexibility in 
that budget. The money is there, I am confident it’s there. On day number one when I become 
mayor, I am going to freeze all taxes that the Mayor is responsible for until we could do a 
thorough examination of the books from the inside, looking out, versus from the outside. looking 
in.

PI ROMAN: 

How is the city going to pay for all these services?



CATSIMATIDIS: 

Oh, believe me, there’s plenty of flexibility. Look, I’ve been a CEO for 44 years. I know what I’m 
doing. I’ve run companies. I’ve run companies in 10 different industries. I’ve run banks, I’ve run 
jewelry companies, I’ve run real estate companies, I run supermarket companies, I  run oil 
companies. I’ve ran 11 or 12 different companies. I know what I’m doing.

PI ROMAN: 

We’re asking our viewers to send us questions for the candidates. And we have a question from 
Sherif of Queens right now.  He asks: “What are your plans for Flushing Meadows? Would you 
sell parts of it to corporations or develop it for Queens residents?”

CATSIMATIDIS: 

Well, a little bit of everything. I had been a firm believer in bringing back the World’s Fair. It’s the 
50th anniversary. We have 52 million tourists a year. If we bring back the World’s Fair, the 50th 
anniversary of the ’64 World’s Fair, we can create another 30,000 jobs. We can create jobs in 
construction, we have to build more hotels, we have to build more, you know, have more 
restaurants. You know, bring in tourism, and make New York—continue to make New York-- the 
center of the world. 

PI ROMAN: 

Put it in Flushing Meadows?

CATSIMATIDIS: 

That would be one of the spots, but I’m going do what Mike Bloomberg was going to do with the 
Olympics. Put a little bit of the World’s Fair in everything borough, and connect them, with a, a 
ferry, or a riverboat. 

PI ROMAN: 

Mr. Catsimatidis, the last time the World’s Fair was in the United States was in New Orleans in 
1984 it lost 145 million dollars and it had to declare bankruptcy. Why should it be different now?

CATSIMATIDIS: 

Well, that’s New Orleans. Welcome to New York. New York’s the greatest city in the world, we, 
you know how many people from the world would go to New Orleans versus how many people 
in the world would come to the—the capital of the world, New York. I have confidence in New 
York and we can do it in New York. 

PI ROMAN: 



And you want to do it next year? 

CATSIMATIDIS: 

No, you can’t, it won’t happen in a year. It would probably take 2 to 3 years to put together.

PI ROMAN: 

Okay. Alright Mr. Catsimatidis, you were among the first candidates to call on Anthony Weiner to 
drop out of the race after the recent revelations but many New Yorkers feel that dwelling on 
these scandals is a huge distraction from the real issues. Aren’t they right?

CATSIMATIDIS: 

I’m not dwelling on it, I think the media is spending too much time on it. They asked me my 
opinion and even though I know Anthony, he’s a very smart kid, but you can’t make somebody a 
mayor who, who is the de facto Board of Education person, with our kids, that’s gone through 
what Anthony has gone through. You can’t do it. What, do you want to put Anthony in charge of 
the kids? So I just think that he’s a very smart kid, he should do another career.

PI ROMAN:

Mr. Catsimatidis, thank you so much.

CATSIMATIDIS: 

Well, thank you for having me I’d love to be back. 


