
 
AFTERSCHOOL EXCHANGE ACTIVITY 
 
 

MY WORLD – AFRICA  
SCAVENGER HUNT  

 
PREPARATION 
 
Grade Level: 3-5 
This activity would be most effective if delivered in two separate 40-45 minute periods. 
It is designed for use in a computer lab with Internet access. Children can work in pairs at a computer 
or work independently.  
 
Prerequisites:  

 Make sure all the children are familiar with scavenger hunts. 
 Before beginning this activity, preview the Africa for Kids Web site. Go to 

www.thirteen.org/africa, then click on Africa for Kids. This activity focuses on the section 
“My World.” It’s also a good idea to bookmark the site on the computers the children will be 
using. 

 
Materials:  
 
For students: 
 

 Computers with Internet access 
 Pencils 
 Map of Africa (one for each group of 3-4 children) 
 Colored dot stickers 

 
For Group Leader: 
 

 One copy of each Scavenger Hunt handout for every four children: 
-Afterschool in Ghana 
-Traditional Homes – South Africa 
-A School Day in Wundanyi, Kenya 
-A Day in Kampala, Uganda  

 Answer key for each handout 
 
Academic Goals:  
Children will:  

 learn about the daily lives of children in Africa 
 learn some African traditions  
 learn about a type of home in South Africa  
 compare and contrast their lives with the lives of children in Africa 



 
Social Goals:  
Children will: 

 collaborate to complete a project 
 engage in open-ended discussion 

 
 
STEPS 
 
Activity 1: Introduction (15 minutes; in classroom/activity room) 
 
1. Have the children sit in small groups of 3-4. Give each group a map of Africa and colored dot 
stickers. Ask the children to put stickers on the following countries: Uganda, Kenya, South Africa 
and Ghana. (It will probably be helpful to write the names of the countries on the board or on chart 
paper.) Once they’ve found each country on the map, ask the group to think about the lives of 
children in those countries. Ask specific questions, such as: 

 What kind of sports do you think they might play? 
 What do you think they study in school? 
 What do you think they do after school? 

 
2. Write the responses on the board or on chart paper so that the children can all see them. Save the 
responses to use in Activity 3. 
 
3. Tell the children that they will be going on a scavenger hunt to one of these countries when they go 
to the computer lab. 
 
Activity 2 (30 minutes, in computer lab) 
 

1. If there are not enough computers for each child, have them work two to a computer. 
 
2. Place a pencil and a handout face down next to each computer. Be sure to alternate the 

handouts – children should not have the same handout as the person next to them. 
 
3. Ask children to go to the Africa for Kids Web site and click on My World. Ask them which 

countries are identified on the map (Ghana, Uganda, Kenya and South Africa). 
 
4. Now, ask them to turn over their handouts and look at the title of the page to find the city and 

country they will be exploring. Explain that the Web site has the information they need to 
complete the scavenger hunt . 

 
5. Explain to the children that the bonus question at the end of the handout asks them to think 

about how their own lives compare to what they learned on the scavenger hunt. 
 

Activity 3: (30-40 minutes, in classroom/activity room) 
 



1. Have the children form groups of four, making sure that each group member worked on a 
scavenger hunt for a different country. (This way, through their discussion, the children can 
learn a little bit about all four countries.) 

 
2. Ask the children to discuss, in their groups, how the lives of the children they read about are 

both similar and different to their lives. Ask them to discuss the same questions you asked in 
Activity 1: 
-- What kind of sports do they play? 
-- What do they study in school? 
-- What do they do after school? 

 
3. Bring the groups together, and review the saved responses from Activity 1. Put a check next 

to responses they found on their scavenger hunts. 
 

4. Draw a line down the middle of the board or chart paper. Write Similarities on one side and 
Differences on the other side. Ask the group: In what ways are your lives similar to the 
African children you read about? Write their answers under Similarities. Then ask them: How 
are your lives different from the African children’s lives? Write their responses under 
Differences.  

 
5. Have a group discussion about the similarities and differences. To stimulate the discussion, 

ask the children: What surprised you the most? If you had to choose, which country would 
you most want to visit or live in for a time? Why?  

 
Follow Up:  

Children can continue their exploration of the Africa for Kids Web site by doing the Swahili 
Folktale activity, or making African masks. 
 
Older children can explore the Africa Web site by going to www.thirteen.org/africa. This site 
also has additional educational resources. Click on Teacher Tools for lesson plans and a 
teacher’s guide. 
 

CREDITS 
 

This AFTERSCHOOL EXCHANGE activity was developed by Esther Grant-Walker, Afterschool 
Program Coordinator at the Stanley Issacs Neighborhood Center, in connection with the Thirteen 
Web site Africa for Kids. (Go to www.thirteen.org/africa, and click on Africa for Kids.) 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.thirteen.org/africa
http://www.thirteen.org/africa


MY WORLD – AFRICA  
SCAVENGER HUNT: AFTERSCHOOL IN GHANA 
 
1. Where is Ghana located? _____________________________________ 
 
2. What is the capital of Ghana? __________________________________ 
 
3. Name 5 chores that young people in Ghana do.  
 

1.  
 

2.  
 

3.  
 

4.  
 

5.  
 

 
 
4. The average temperature in Ghana is about _______________. 
 
 
5. _________________ is done in big tubs. 
 
6. In Ghana young people grow ________________, _________________, and _____________ in 
their back yards.  They are used to make ___________________ (dumplings). 
 
 
7. Ghana exports _______________, which is the main ingredient in ________________. 
 
Bonus question 
 
8. What chores do you do at home? 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 



MY WORLD – AFRICA  
SCAVENGER HUNT: TRADITIONAL HOMES – SOUTH AFRICA  

 
1. The Ndebele people are one of the ___________that live in the northern region of South Africa. 
 
2. What shape is an Ndebele house? ________________________ 
 
3. The roof of the Ndebele houses are made with  _______________ 
 
4. Ndebele _____________ paint their houses in bright colors. 
 
5. In the past, some wall had ________-________ so people could defend themselves. 
  
6. Name 3 materials houses are made with in the back streets of Winterveldt? 

1- 
 
2- 
 
3- 
 

 
 
7. A modern Ndebele House has a ______________ roof. 
 
Bonus question? 
 
8. What are some traditions that your families keep? 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 



MY WORLD – AFRICA  
SCAVENGER HUNT: A SCHOOL DAY IN WUNDANYI, KENYA  

 
 
1. Name 2 languages that are taught in the Canon Kituri School. 
 

1- 
 
2- 
 

 
2. ____________________ is another name for basketball. 
 
3. Students who live at the Canon Kituri School eat and help out in the __________________. 
 
4. _______________ is the name used for soccer in Kenya. 
 
5. Some students at the Canon Kituri School live on their own in ________________ houses. 
 
6. How do most day students get to school?  

______________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________ 

 
7. After school, day students go ________________. 
 
Bonus questions 
 
8. What sports do you like to play? 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 



MY WORLD – AFRICA  
SCAVENGER HUNT: A DAY IN KAMPALA, UGANDA  

 
 
1. At the Mengo Senior School, the day starts at __________ and ends at _____________. 
 
2. Students use computers to do ____________ and send ___________. 
 
3. Kampala is located in the middle of Africa on the _______________. 
 
4. Not all people who live in Kampala have ________________water. 
 
5. What kind of stoves is used to make after school treats ____________________________. 
 
6. Kabaka Lake is home to the Big- horned ________________________. 
 
7. Name 2 sports played by students in Kampala after school. 
 

1- 
 
2- 
 

 
Bonus Question: 
 
8. What things do you do when you use a computer? 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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