Exploring New York City’s Ethnic Neighborhoods 

We will be traveling to three of New York City’s ethnic neighborhoods. On each trip you will be expected to do the following two assignments. 

I. Journal: As you walk through each neighborhood, you will keep a journal in which you write down your observations. Use the questions below to guide your writing. You may also take pictures, draw pictures and record your observations with a recorder. Whenever possible, buy or collect a cultural artifact from the neighborhood. These may include newspapers, candy, community bulletins, etc. 

What do you see? Where are people from? What businesses are there? Are there any places of worship? How do people dress? What newspapers do you see? What languages are the signs written in? 

What do you hear? What languages do you hear? What sounds do you hear? 

What do you smell? Do you smell any foods? Do the smells remind you of anything? 

Reminder: You will be writing a more detailed journal entry in class and you will be doing a small group presentation on one of the neighborhoods we visit. 

II. Interview: You and two of your classmates will interview someone (a shopkeeper or customer) in each of the neighborhoods we visit. The focus of your interview should be the neighborhood and the cultures that are found there. With your group, you will formulate three to five questions for your interview. Each person in the group should have the chance to ask one question while the other students write down what is being said. If the interviewee agrees, you may also record the interview.  

