COMMA CHAMELEON QUESTIONS (Teacher version)
Note to Teacher: Use this as a guide for discussion of the RULES OF PUNCTUATION video. A separate document (RULES OF PUNCTUATION VISUAL PROMPTS) is available to use for students who may require additional support or as a quick reference useful in lesson delivery.

Directions for Guided Practice Component of Lesson Activities

PLAY the video. The names of all of the punctuation marks are flashed on the screen during the video’s opening sequence. Provide students with a FOCUS FOR MEDIA INTERACTION by asking them to remember as many names as they can. PAUSE the video at time=1:10 to check for understanding. You will see two little girls on the screen, feeding sheep. The list of marks includes the following symbols: period, apostrophe, colon, parentheses, comma, exclamation point, quotation marks, semi-colon, and question mark.
Provide students with a FOCUS FOR MEDIA INTERACTION by asking them to listen for this statement in the narration to the video (Question #2). On the screen, you will see a crowd of people with three young women in the front engaging in conversation. In the statement above, the points where punctuation marks should be provided are indicated in red. Review with students the places were punctuation should be used. To check for understanding, ask students to identify what clues they had from hearing the speaker that indicated what the punctuation marks are.

Review the statement discussed in the beginning of the lesson with your students. Point out to students that there were errors in capitalization as well as punctuation. Also point out to students that there are two alternate ways to write the last clause of the text. See the possible corrections provided below.
“When we speak, we can pause, change our tone of voice, or stop speaking. When we write, we use punctuation marks as signals to the reader; punctuation is used to emphasize and clarify what we mean.”
Alternative 2: “When we speak, we can pause, change our tone of voice or stop speaking. When we write, we use punctuation marks as signals to the reader. Punctuation is used to emphasize and clarify what we mean.”
Alternative 3: “When we speak, we can pause, change our tone of voice or stop speaking. When we write, we use punctuation marks as signals to the reader—punctuation is used to emphasize and clarify what we mean.”
Give students time to copy the corrected statement.
 The narrator uses pauses frequently to indicate appropriate punctuation usage. The narrator also uses voice inflection, or changes the tone and pitch of his voice to indicate that punctuation would be appropriate. An additional point should be made to indicate that whenever someone is speaking, quotation marks are used to indicate speaking, as is done above.
Point out to students that they should be listening for the answer to Question #3 on the handout: The narrator identifies two reasons for using punctuation. What are they?

1. To make meaning clear

2. To make reading easier

PAUSE the video presentation when you see a swirling image of punctuation marks (time=1:50). Provide students with a FOCUS FOR MEDIA INTERACTION  by asking them to name all of the punctuation marks used to create the spiral image on the screen (time = 1:50 – 1:54). The image is created using a period in the center and the remaining punctuation marks encircling the period: apostrophe, colon, parentheses, comma, exclamation point, quotation marks, semi-colon and question mark. This verbal question checks for understanding of Question #1 on the Student version of the COMMA CHAMELEON QUESTIONS handout.
RESUME play. As the video plays, a list of each of the punctuation marks will be provided. Instruct students to write down the names of each punctuation mark in their notebooks as you record them on the board or large instructional space. An addition check for understanding might be to ask student volunteers to come to the board to draw each punctuation mark.

Provide students with a FOCUS FOR MEDIA INTERACTION by asking them to identify at least three of the six uses for a period in writing (Question #4). 
(The time reference for this focus is t=2:33-3:33.)

· At the end of a sentence

· After initials

· With abbreviations

· As a decimal point

· To separate dollars and cents (money references)

· After numbers and letters in an outline
Engage students in a discussion about exclamation points. Ask students why they think the narrator cautions writers against using more than one exclamation point (!).

The narrator describes how overuse of exclamation points makes them less effective in conveying the meaning and emphatic nature of a statement. On the screen, the creators of the film also include an image of several exclamation points with a “prohibited” sign overlay; explain to students that in terms of writing etiquette, several exclamation points written consecutively can be construed as “textual yelling” and should not be used. Take the opportunity to talk about appropriate e-mail communication as well.
As a cultural connection to the video, ask students if they know the answer to the question posed at t=4:56. In the video, the narrator poses the question, “Why is an airplane used to plant rice?” Answers vary on the best methods for planting rice but it is important that rice be planted in very moist/wet soil conditions. To make sure that rice has the best chance to grow and produce a large crop, planes are used to drop seed over swamp-like soil. Reiterate to students that question marks are used to find out information.

PAUSE the video at t=5:09. You will see riders in a raft. Point out to students that the narrator uses his voice to convey the question even though the statement “Exciting ride” does not appear to be a complete sentence.

RESUME video play. Ask students to write down at least one more example to show how a question mark is used to get information without interrogative leading words like why, how, what, when or will (Question #5). Examples provided in the video are: Really? Is that so? You like tacos? Your bus was late? You live downtown? You work as a D.J.? Notice “what’s that?” and “when did you visit Washington, D.C.?” should not be included as acceptable responses because those questions where constructed specifically to gather information as indicated by the word ‘what’ and ‘when’.
Provide students with a FOCUS FOR MEDIA INTERACTION by asking them to record PAUSE video at t=6:49. Emphasize to students that commas are used for very large numbers (more than three digits) but not very small numbers. This is an important distinction for native speakers of other languages where commas may be placed differently when used with numbers. 
Direct students to the graphic organizer question on the handout (Question #6). Ask students to complete the chart in their notebook listing at least two uses for each punctuation mark remaining in the video. The video format is similar for each additional punctuation mark: the video will pose the question “when do we use _ _ _?” Students should be reminded to listen for at least two reasons for each and record their answers on the graphic organizer provided.
	Comma
	Apostrophe
	Quotation Marks
	Colon
	Semicolon
	Parentheses

	Two or more items in a series
	Possessive
	Before and after a direct quote (i.e., the exact words from an author other than the writer)
	Time references
	To join two independent clauses 
	Words or phrases used to clarify adjacent text

	Addresses
	Contractions (i.e., when letters are omitted to form a one-word condensed form of two words
	
	To separate a series (list) provided as support for a main idea (sentence)
	To separate words in a series that have punctuation already (example: dates, addresses, names)
	

	Dates
	
	Around short titles
	
	
	Asides used to provide specific details

	Large numbers
	
	
	
	
	

	Two or more adjectives
	
	Words used in unconventional ways
	
	
	Numbers used in a sentence as part of a list or as clarification for text

	In apposition (i.e., to distinguish a descriptive phrase from the item it describes)
	
	Single quotation marks are used for quotations within direct quotes
	
	
	

	Before conjunctions
	
	
	
	
	

	Before quotation marks
	
	
	
	
	


PAUSE the video at 13:32 to check for understanding. Ask students to identify reasons why it is important to use good punctuation. Students should have recorded that we use punctuation to help us write clearly and to make our writing easier to read/understand.
RESUME video play to make sure that students have recorded the key messages for using punctuation.
