Chain drill starters

Chain drills are exercises that allow learners to practice dialogue, build vocabulary and develop clearly stated ideas about a familiar topic using repetition as the primary teaching strategy.
  The learners build on the statements made by adjacent learners in the same way that links are added to a chain.

Chain drill:

1. Hello. My name is…what is your name?

2. I am from …how did you get to…?

3. My favorite thing about …is…what do you like most about …?

4. I have…do you have any…?

5. I like to …how do you like to spend your time when you are not in school?
6. …is my favorite…what is your favorite…?

7. I had…for dinner last night.  What did you eat yesterday?

8. I was born in…where were you born?
9. I dream of becoming a…what do you dream most about?

10. When I hear birds singing, I think about…what do you think about when you hear...?

In a class of students, each learner will restate the questions before giving their response.  In a large class, students can be grouped (3-5 students per group) in order to practice some of the more difficult drills that appear at the end.
	Round 1

	Student One
	Hello. My name is Jane.  What is your name?

	Student Two
	Hello. My name is Jill. What is your name?

	Student Three
	Hello. My name is Joseph. What is your name?

	Student Four
	Hello. My name is Jack. What is your name?

	Round 2

	Student One
	I am from Spain. How did you get to New York?

	Student Two
	I am from Taiwan. How did you get to New York?

	Student Three
	I am from Italy. How did you get to New York?

	Student Four
	I am from Haiti. How did you get to New York?


Repeat the process for additional questions.  More advanced students can practice in smaller groups, responding to the previous question posed.

	Exercise 1 (Questions 1-5)

	Student One
	Hello. My name is Jane.  What is your name?

	Student Two
	Hi Jane! My name is Jill. I am from Taiwan. How did you get to New York?

	Student One
	I came to New York with my family three years ago. How did you get here?

	Student Two
	I came to New York as a college student? My favorite thing about New York is the large number of museums. What is your favorite thing about New York?


� Visit the Principles and Methods: Structure Drills website for more ideas about how to use chain drills. � HYPERLINK "http://www.susancanthony.com/Resources/ESL/2strucdril.html" ��http://www.susancanthony.com/Resources/ESL/2strucdril.html� 





