Potential themes in “My Father’s Love Letters” (Teacher Reference)

	Theme
	Word clues

	Father-child relationships and Family
	· “My father’s love letters” (Title)

· My mother

	Domestic abuse
	· He would beg…

· …promising never to beat her again

· …never made the swelling go down

· …quiet brutality

· …can of Jax (alcoholism)

	Manual labor/working class issues/poverty
	· …coming home from the mill

· His carpenter’s apron always bulged

· …he’d look at blueprints & say how many bricks formed each wall

· …laboring over a simple word

· …concrete floor

	Love/romance
	· …roses and hyacinth

· Love, Baby, Honey, Please…

	Literacy
	· …could only sign his name

· …ask me to write…

· …laboring over a simple word


Other points to consider for discussion:

· Is the speaker a daughter or a son? Invite students to explain their response.

· Where is this poem taking place? Is it an urban setting? A rural setting? What historical timeframe might this poem be referencing?

· Explain that “Polka dots and moonbeams” is a song and ask who Mary Lou Williams is?

· Why is the speaker “happy she has gone”?

“On Fridays he’d open a can of Jax” is the first line of the poem and probably is one of the most important lines in establishing the context of the text. Ask students if they know what the reference to a “can of Jax” means. Allow students to explore the history behind Jax as a way of further identifying a historical time and regional reference. Log onto http://www.jacksonvillestory.com/Picture%20of%20Jax%20Beer.htm to research further the beloved beverage.
