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THIRTEEN’s American Masters Launches Season 32 

With the U.S. Broadcast Premiere of 

Lorraine Hansberry: Sighted Eyes/Feeling Heart 

January 19 on PBS  
 

Features Tony Award-winning actress Anika Noni Rose as the voice of 

Hansberry, interviews with Sidney Poitier, Ruby Dee, Harry Belafonte and Louis 

Gossett, Jr. and narration by LaTanya Richardson Jackson 

 

Year-long online campaign #InspiringWomanPBS continues at 

pbs.org/inspiringwoman 

 
On March 11, 1959, Lorraine Hansberry’s A Raisin in the Sun opened on Broadway and changed 

the face of American theater forever. As the first-ever black woman to author a play performed on 

Broadway, she did not shy away from richly drawn characters and unprecedented subject matter. 

The play attracted record crowds and earned the coveted top prize from the New York Drama 

Critics’ Circle. While the play is seen as a groundbreaking work of art, the timely story of 

Hansberry’s life is far less known. 

Launching American Masters Season 32, the new documentary American Masters – 

Lorraine Hansberry: Sighted Eyes/Feeling Heart is the first in-depth presentation of 



Hansberry’s complex life, using her personal papers and archives, including home movies and rare 

photos, as source material. The film explores the influences that shaped Hansberry’s childhood, 

future art and activism. The documentary premieres nationwide Friday, January 19 at 9 p.m. on 

PBS (check local listings) and will be available to stream the following day via 

pbs.org/americanmasters and PBS apps. Filmmaker and Peabody Award-winner Tracy Heather 

Strain (Unnatural Causes, I’ll Make Me a World, American Experience: Building the Alaska 

Highway) crafts the story of one woman who believed, like many of her generation, that words 

could change society. Family, friends and colleagues, including Sidney Poitier, Ruby Dee, Harry 

Belafonte, sister Mamie Hansberry, Lloyd Richards, Amiri Baraka and Louis Gossett, Jr., share 

their personal memories of Hansberry, offering an intimate look at a woman who was, as Poitier 

says in the film, “reaching into the essence of who we were, who we are, and where we came from.”   

Narrated by acclaimed actress LaTanya Richardson Jackson (The Fighting Temptations, 

A Raisin in the Sun) and featuring the voice of Tony Award-winning actress Anika Noni Rose (A 

Raisin in the Sun, Dreamgirls) as Hansberry, the documentary portrays the writer’s lifetime 

commitment to fighting injustice and how she found her way to art—the theater—as her medium 

for activism at a crucial time for black civil rights. American Masters – Lorraine 

Hansberry: Sighted Eyes/Feeling Heart also explores her concealed identity as a lesbian 

and the themes of sexual orientation and societal norms in her works. The film title comes from 

Hansberry’s view that “one cannot live with sighted eyes and feeling heart and not know or react 

to the miseries which afflict this world.” 

This documentary is part of American Masters’ year-long Inspiring Woman online 

campaign funded by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, which includes podcasts, a web 

series now streaming on pbs.org/inspiringwoman, YouTube and Facebook, and story 

submissions. People can share stories of inspirational women in their own lives via text, 

images or videos on the Inspiring Woman website or via Tumblr, Twitter and Instagram 

using the hashtag #InspiringWomanPBS. 

Launched in 1986, American Masters has earned 28 Emmy Awards — including 10 

for Outstanding Non-Fiction Series and five for Outstanding Non-Fiction Special — 12 Peabodys, 

an Oscar, three Grammys, two Producers Guild Awards and many other honors. The series is a 

production of THIRTEEN PRODUCTIONS LLC for WNET and also seen on the WORLD 

channel. 

American Masters – Lorraine Hansberry: Sighted Eyes/Feeling Heart is a 

production of Lorraine Hansberry Documentary Project, LLC in co-production with Independent 

Television Service and Black Public Media in association with The Film Posse, Chiz Schultz Inc. 

and American Masters Pictures. Materials from the Lorraine Hansberry Properties Trust were 

provided by special consultant Joi Gresham. Tracy Heather Strain is producer, director and 



writer. Randall MacLowry is producer and editor. Chiz Schultz is the executive producer. 

Executive producer for ITVS is Sally Jo Fifer, and Jacquie Jones for Black Public Media. Michael 

Kantor is American Masters series executive producer. 

Funding for Sighted Eyes/Feeling Heart is provided by the Corporation for Public 

Broadcasting. Major support is provided by the National Endowment for the Humanities, Ford 

Foundation/JustFilms, National Endowment for the Arts, LEF Foundation, Peter G. Peterson & 

Joan Ganz Cooney Fund. 

Major support for American Masters is provided by AARP. Additional support for 

American Masters is provided by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, Rosalind P. 

Walter, The Philip and Janice Levin Foundation, Judith and Burton Resnick, Ellen and James S. 

Marcus, Vital Projects Fund, Lillian Goldman Programming Endowment, The Blanche & Irving 

Laurie Foundation, Cheryl and Philip Milstein Family, The André and Elizabeth Kertész 

Foundation, Michael & Helen Schaffer Foundation and public television viewers. 

 

About WNET 
WNET is America’s flagship PBS station and parent company of THIRTEEN and WLIW21. WNET 
also operates NJTV, the statewide public media network in New Jersey. Through its broadcast 
channels, three cable services (THIRTEEN PBSKids, Create and World) and online streaming sites, 
WNET brings quality arts, education and public affairs programming to more than five million 
viewers each week. WNET produces and presents such acclaimed PBS series as Nature, Great 
Performances, American Masters, PBS NewsHour Weekend and a range of documentaries, children’s 
programs, and local news and cultural offerings. WNET’s groundbreaking series for children and 
young adults include Get the Math, Oh Noah! and Cyberchase as well as Mission US, the award-
winning interactive history game. WNET highlights the tri-state’s unique culture and diverse 
communities through NYC-ARTS, Theater Close-Up, NJTV News with Mary Alice Williams and 
MetroFocus, the daily multi-platform news magazine focusing on the New York region. In addition, 
WNET produces online-only programming including the award-winning series about gender identity, 
First Person, and an intergenerational look at tech and pop culture, The Chatterbox with Kevin and 
Grandma Lill. In 2015, THIRTEEN launched Passport, an online streaming service which allows 
members to see new and archival THIRTEEN and PBS programming anytime, anywhere: 
www.thirteen.org/passport. 
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