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THIRTEEN’s American Masters Closes Season 31 with 

the Exclusive Broadcast Premiere of 

This Is Bob Hope… Beginning November 25 on PBS 

(check local listings) 

 

Features Hope’s writings voiced by Billy Crystal and new interviews with 

Conan O’Brien, Kermit the Frog, Tom Selleck, Brooke Shields, Dick Cavett, 

Margaret Cho and others 

 

Unabridged Director’s Cut premieres nationwide Friday, December 29 on PBS 

(check local listings) 

 
During his eight-decade career, Bob Hope (1903-2003) was the only performer to achieve top-

rated success in every form of mass entertainment: vaudeville, Broadway, movies, radio, 

television, popular song and personal appearances, including his annual USO Christmas military 

tours and hosting the Academy Awards more times than anyone else. A comedy innovator, Hope 

invented the topical monologue that later became a late-night TV staple and comedy tropes like 

talking while backing up. He refined a spontaneous, conversational, improvisational style of 

comedy as a vaudeville master of ceremonies that created a blueprint for acerbic standup comics. 

Written, directed and produced by John Scheinfeld (The U.S. vs. John Lennon, Chasing 

Trane: The John Coltrane Documentary), American Masters: This is Bob Hope... 



presents a candid look at a remarkable life with unprecedented access to Hope’s personal 

archives, including writings voiced by Billy Crystal and clips from Hope’s body of work to reveal 

a gifted individual who recognized the power of fame, embraced its responsibilities and handled 

celebrity with extraordinary wit and grace, becoming a model for public service in Hollywood. 

American Masters: This is Bob Hope... premieres nationwide beginning November 

25 on PBS (check local listings). The unabridged director's cut of the film, featuring over 35 

minutes of additional footage, will be available to stream the same day via Passport for PBS 

station members (contact your local PBS station for details) at pbs.org/americanmasters and on 

PBS OTT apps. This version premieres nationwide Friday, December 29 at 9 p.m. on PBS (check 

local listings).  

“Alongside an examination of Bob Hope’s extraordinary career achievements is a portrait 

of a gifted man with enormous personal contradictions,” says filmmaker John Scheinfeld. “Even 

in the longer cut, I barely scratched the surface of his huge impact and influence.”  

American Masters: This is Bob Hope... features new interviews with Woody Allen, 

Dick Cavett, Margaret Cho, daughter Linda Hope, Kermit the Frog, film critic/historian Leonard 

Maltin, Conan O’Brien, Tom Selleck, Brooke Shields, Connie Stevens and biographer Richard 

Zoglin (Hope: Entertainer of the Century). Edited to evoke the fast, fun pace of Hope’s classic 

monologues, clips include highlights from numerous TV specials, his Pepsodent radio shows and 

classic films like The Cat and the Canary, My Favorite Blonde, his iconic Road pictures with 

Bing Crosby, and The Big Broadcast of 1938 featuring his signature song “Thanks for the 

Memory.”  

The unabridged director's cut also features Hope’s 1930s comedy shorts and delves 

further into his radio and TV career, USO tours and charity work. It will be available on DVD 

January 9, 2018, from PBS Distribution and is also available as part of Bob Hope: The Ultimate 

Movie Collection DVD box set on November 14 from Universal Studios Home Entertainment. 

Launched in 1986, American Masters has earned 28 Emmy Awards — including 10 

for Outstanding Non-Fiction Series and five for Outstanding Non-Fiction Special — 12 Peabodys, 

an Oscar, three Grammys, two Producers Guild Awards, a Critics’ Choice Documentary Award, 

and many other honors. To further explore the lives and works of masters past and present, the 

American Masters website (http://pbs.org/americanmasters) offers streaming video of select 

films, outtakes, filmmaker interviews, the American Masters Podcast, the Inspiring Woman web 

series, educational resources and In Their Own Words: The American Masters Digital Archive: 

previously unreleased interviews of luminaries discussing America’s most enduring artistic and 

cultural giants. The series is a production of THIRTEEN PRODUCTIONS LLC for WNET and 

also seen on the WORLD channel. 

American Masters: This is Bob Hope… is a production of Crew Neck Productions 

and American Masters Pictures. John Scheinfeld is writer, director and producer. Dave Harding, 

Richard Gurman, Richard Zoglin and James Hardy are producers. Peter S. Lynch, II is editor 

and co-producer. Michael Kantor is American Masters series executive producer. 



Major support for This is Bob Hope… is provided in part by the National Endowment 

for the Humanities, National Endowment for the Arts, and Roslyn Goldstein. Major support for 

American Masters is provided by AARP. Additional support is provided by Rosalind P. 

Walter, The Philip and Janice Levin Foundation, Ellen and James S. Marcus, Judith and Burton 

Resnick, Vital Projects Fund, Cheryl and Philip Milstein Family, The Blanche & Irving Laurie 

Foundation, and public television viewers.  

 

About WNET 
WNET is America’s flagship PBS station and parent company of THIRTEEN and WLIW21. WNET 
also operates NJTV, the statewide public media network in New Jersey. Through its broadcast 
channels, three cable services (THIRTEEN PBSKids, Create and World) and online streaming sites, 
WNET brings quality arts, education and public affairs programming to more than five million 
viewers each week. WNET produces and presents such acclaimed PBS series as Nature, Great 
Performances, American Masters, PBS NewsHour Weekend, Charlie Rose and a range of 
documentaries, children’s programs, and local news and cultural offerings. WNET’s groundbreaking 
series for children and young adults include Get the Math, Oh Noah! and Cyberchase as well as 
Mission US, the award-winning interactive history game. WNET highlights the tri-state’s unique 
culture and diverse communities through NYC-ARTS, Theater Close-Up, NJTV News with Mary 
Alice Williams and MetroFocus, the daily multi-platform news magazine focusing on the New York 
region. In addition, WNET produces online-only programming including the award-winning series 
about gender identity, First Person, and an intergenerational look at tech and pop culture, The 
Chatterbox with Kevin and Grandma Lill. In 2015, THIRTEEN launched Passport, an online 
streaming service which allows members to see new and archival THIRTEEN and PBS programming 
anytime, anywhere: www.thirteen.org/passport. 
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