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THIRTEEN’s Nature Offers a Personal Story of Life, Loss and 

Falconry in H Is for Hawk: A New Chapter 

Wednesday, November 1, 2017 at 8 p.m. on PBS 

 

Presented by award-winning author Helen Macdonald 
 

After the unexpected death of her photojournalist father, Helen Macdonald overcame her grief 

by training an adult goshawk, one of nature’s most notoriously wild and free-spirited birds of 

prey. As she explains in the film, “I ran towards things of death and difficulty:  spooky, pale-eyed 

feathered ghosts that lived and killed in woodland thickets. I ran towards goshawks.” She had 

trained birds before, but never this raptor which she named Mabel. Macdonald found healing in 

that cathartic experience which became the basis for her 2014 international best-selling memoir 

H Is for Hawk.  

Now, 10 years after she trained Mabel (who died of untreatable infection just before the 

author finished writing her book), Macdonald is ready to take on the challenge again, prompted 

by watching how a pair of wild goshawks reared their chicks in an English forest. This Nature 

film accompanies her on visits to the pair’s nest to observe the latest developments and follows 

Macdonald’s emotional and intimate journey as she adopts a young goshawk and attempts to 
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raise it as her own:  feeding, nurturing, and training her new charge in the hopes the months of 

preparation will culminate in a successful first free flight. 

H Is for Hawk:  A New Chapter premieres nationwide Wednesday, November 1, 

2017 at 8 p.m. (ET) on PBS (check local listings). The film will be available to stream the 

following day via pbs.org/nature and PBS OTT apps.  

 In this first-person account, Macdonald makes a point of distinguishing between her 

solitary withdrawal from the world while working with Mabel a decade ago and her desire now to 

share her new training experience with others. Not having a yard suitable for raising a goshawk, 

Macdonald turns to her friend and fellow falconer, Kirsty Allen, who lives in the Pennine Hills in 

the north of England. Allen is the goshawk’s new owner, but Macdonald would be there to train 

the female bird she calls Lupin. 

 The film charts Macdonald’s progress:  from time spent watching goshawks during 

breeding season on monitors at the aviary where Lupin was born; taking the first steps to tame 

the hawk by gaining her trust; patiently waiting for the bird to choose to come to her hand to 

retrieve food; getting Lupin used to Allen and her other goshawk; and training Lupin to fly to 

Macdonald’s gloved hand across a field while still secured by a long line of braided cotton, called 

a creance. 

 In addition to the training sequences, the program features Macdonald reflecting on her 

childhood obsession with birds, illustrated with old home video and photographs. She tells of 

taking a falconry course at age 13 and working at a bird of prey center where she was given her 

first kestrel that slept in her bedroom bookcase at night. She credits her parents for being 

incredibly understanding. 

 On visits to view the wild goshawk nest in the forest, Macdonald describes these birds as 

highly secretive, with the spring breeding season being the only time she can observe them. After 

more than a century of extinction, they are making a comeback in Britain due to falconers 

importing European goshawks in the ‘60s and ‘70s. They typically kept one for falconry, while 

setting the other free. She explains that this reintroduction went well because the goshawk is a 

self-reliant and predatory bird that is tuned to hunt and kill. Today, British falconers use only 

aviary-bred birds like Lupin.  

 Macdonald has additional lessons in store for Lupin to help her fly more like a wild hawk, 

but a powerful bond has been created and she looks forward to where this exhilarating 

experience takes her next. 

 Nature is a production of THIRTEEN PRODUCTIONS LLC for WNET. For Nature, 

Fred Kaufman is executive producer. H Is for Hawk: A New Chapter is a Mike Birkhead 

Associates production for THIRTEEN Productions LLC and BBC Studios in association with 

WNET. 

http://www.pbs.org/wnet/nature/


Nature pioneered a television genre that is now widely emulated in the broadcast 

industry.  Throughout its history, Nature has brought the natural world to millions of viewers.  

The series has been consistently among the most-watched primetime series on public television.   

Nature has won more than 700 honors from the television industry, the international 

wildlife film communities and environmental organizations, including 17 Emmys and three 

Peabodys. The series received two of wildlife film industry’s highest honors: the Christopher 

Parsons Outstanding Achievement Award given by the Wildscreen Festival and the Grand Teton 

Award given by the Jackson Hole Wildlife Film Festival. The International Wildlife Film Festival 

honored Nature executive producer Fred Kaufman with its Lifetime Achievement Award for 

Media. 

PBS.org/nature is the award-winning web companion to Nature, featuring streaming 

episodes, filmmaker interviews, teacher’s guides and more. 

Support for this Nature program was made possible in part by the Arnhold Family in 

memory of Clarisse Arnhold, Sue and Edgar Wachenheim III, the Kate W. Cassidy Foundation, 

the Lillian Goldman Charitable Trust, the Filomen M. D’Agostino Foundation, Rosalind P. 

Walter, Sandra Atlas Bass, Kitty Hawks, by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, and by the 

nation’s public television stations.  
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About WNET 
WNET is America’s flagship PBS station and parent company of THIRTEEN and WLIW21. WNET 
also operates NJTV, the statewide public media network in New Jersey. Through its broadcast 
channels, three cable services (THIRTEEN PBSKids, Create and World) and online streaming sites, 
WNET brings quality arts, education and public affairs programming to more than five million 
viewers each week. WNET produces and presents such acclaimed PBS series as Nature, Great 
Performances, American Masters, PBS NewsHour Weekend, Charlie Rose and a range of 
documentaries, children’s programs, and local news and cultural offerings. WNET’s groundbreaking 
series for children and young adults include Get the Math, Oh Noah! and Cyberchase as well as 
Mission US, the award-winning interactive history game. WNET highlights the tri-state’s unique 
culture and diverse communities through NYC-ARTS, Theater Close-Up, NJTV News with Mary Alice 
Williams and MetroFocus, the daily multi-platform news magazine focusing on the New York region. 
In addition, WNET produces online-only programming including the award-winning series about 
gender identity, First Person, and an intergenerational look at tech and pop culture, The Chatterbox 
with Kevin and Grandma Lill. In 2015, THIRTEEN launched Passport, an online streaming service 
which allows members to see new and archival THIRTEEN and PBS programming anytime, 
anywhere: www.thirteen.org/passport. 
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