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THIRTEEN’s Secrets of the Dead  

Teotihuacán’s Lost Kings Explores Hidden Chambers 

Beneath an Ancient Mexican city  

Tuesday, May 24, at 9 p.m. on PBS 

 

Two thousand years ago, Teotihuacán was one of the largest cities in the world, a thriving 

metropolis not far from what is today Mexico City. But just a few hundred years later, it was 

completely abandoned, its former citizens long gone, leaving little trace of their culture.  Despite 

many decades of research, not much is known about the long-lost Teotihuacán society. Who built 

this magnificent city with its giant pyramids? Why did its people seemingly vanish without a 

trace?  

Secrets of the Dead: Teotihuacán’s Lost Kings, premiering nationally Tuesday, 

May 24 at 9 p.m. on PBS (check local listings), follows a team of international scientists who 



believe they have found the answers to these questions and more in newly discovered chambers 

beneath Teotihuacán, the first Mega City in the Americas. 

 “I have been working for 34 years in Teotihuacán and am about to uncover the mystery 

of the City of the Gods,” says Dr. Sergio Gómez Chávez, archeologist. In October 2003, Dr. 

Chávez, then a junior archeologist, was walking from his quarters to start his work mapping the 

Pyramid of the Feathered Serpent, the smallest of three pyramids in Teotihuacán, when 

colleagues informed him that the rain had carved a crack in front of the temple.  

What he discovered next could change what we know about Teotihuacán and possibly 

explain the origin of an entire civilization. “Every archaeologist dreams of a moment like this,” 

says Dr. Chávez.  

The initial crack in front of the temple ultimately led Chavez through a subterranean 

tunnel and a path that continued directly underneath the Pyramid of the Feathered Serpent 

which stands at the center of the city. “I came to the conclusion that the tunnel had been sealed 

to bury something or someone at the end of it – directly under the pyramid -- I thought it could 

be a ruler or a king,” says Dr.Chávez. 

Did Dr. Chávez, in fact, find the burial place of some ruler? Or did he find something 

more intriguing? What do these hidden chambers reveal about Teotihuacán culture and its 

mysterious people? The answers turn out to be surprising. 

Secrets of the Dead: Teotihuacán’s Lost Kings is a production of Story House 

Productions Inc., and THIRTEEN Productions LLC for WNET in association with ZDF, ARTE 

and ZDF Enterprises GmbH. Narrator is Jay O. Sanders. Director is Jens Afflerbach. Drama 

scenes director is Saskia Weisheit.  Writers are Andreas Gutzeit and Alexander Ziegler.  Producer 

is Alexander Ziegler. Executive producers for Story House are Andreas Gutzeit and Jens 

Afflerbach. Executive producer for ZDFE is Nikolas Hülbusch.  Executive in charge for WNET is 

Stephen Segaller. Executive producer for THIRTEEN is Steve Burns. Supervising producer for 

THIRTEEN is Stephanie Carter.  

This program is among the full-length episodes that will be available for viewing after 

broadcast on Secrets of the Dead Online (pbs.org/secrets). Along with the extensive online 

video catalog, the series website provides resources for educators with lesson plans for middle 

school and high school teachers. As one of PBS's ongoing limited primetime series, Secrets of 

the Dead is a perennial favorite among viewers, routinely ranking among the 10 most-watched 

series on public television. Currently in its 15th season, Secrets of the Dead continues its 

unique brand of archaeological sleuthing employing advances in investigative techniques, 

forensic science and historical scholarship to offer new evidence about forgotten mysteries. 

Secrets of the Dead has received 10 CINE Golden Eagle Awards and six Emmy nominations, 

among numerous other awards.  



 

### 

About WNET 
WNET is America’s flagship PBS station and parent company of THIRTEEN and WLIW21. WNET 
also operates NJTV, the statewide public media network in New Jersey. Through its broadcast 
channels, three cable services (KidsThirteen, Create and World) and online streaming sites, WNET 
brings quality arts, education and public affairs programming to more than five million viewers each 
week. WNET produces and presents such acclaimed PBS series as Nature, Great Performances, 
American Masters, PBS NewsHour Weekend, Charlie Rose and a range of documentaries, children’s 
programs, and local news and cultural offerings. WNET’s groundbreaking series for children and 
young adults include Get the Math, Oh Noah! and Cyberchase as well as Mission US, the award-
winning interactive history game. WNET highlights the tri-state’s unique culture and diverse 
communities through NYC-ARTS, Reel 13, NJTV News with Mary Alice Williams and MetroFocus, 
the daily multi-platform news magazine focusing on the New York region. In addition, WNET 
produces online-only programming including the award-winning series about gender identity, First 
Person, and an intergenerational look at tech and pop culture, The Chatterbox with Kevin and 
Grandma Lill. In 2015, THIRTEEN launched Passport, an online streaming service which allows 
members to see new and archival THIRTEEN and PBS programming anytime, anywhere: 
www.thirteen.org/passport.  
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